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Talca Interrupted
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COM(M)A: A PAUSE, A TRANSITION, A MOMEN-
TARY BREAK IN SPEECH BETWEEN TWO FRAG-
MENTS OF INTERRELATED AND CO-DEPENDENT 
THOUGHT.  UNLIKE A PERIOD, A COMMA IS NOT A 
BREAK, NOR IS IT A SEPARATION. IT DOES NOT REP-
RESENT AN END NOR DOES IT A BEGINNING.  IT 
THOUGHTFULLY MEDIATES THE TRANSITION BE-

  .CIGOL YRATNEMILPMOC FO STNENOPMOC NEEWT
WHAT PRECEDES THE COMMA IS AS FUNDAMEN-
TAL TO ONE’S UNDERSTANDING AS THAT WHICH 
FOLLOWS IT AND VICE VERSA.  DURING SPELLS OF 
TRAGEDY, ALL THAT HAS COME BEFORE A CATA-
STROPHIC EVENT IS CRUCIAL TO THE CONTINUITY 
OF A CULTURE. FOOD, DANCE, MUSIC, ART, REC-
REATION & LAUGHTER BECOME THE LEGACY OF 
THE ‘BEFORE.’ SIMILARLY, THE CULTURAL ACTIONS 
AND STRIDES TAKEN BY A COMMUNITY IN THE 
WAKE OF TRAGEDY ARE CRUCIAL TO ITS STABILITY. 
THEY DETERMINE THE SUCCESS OF THE ‘AFTER.’ 
                                       WHAT COMES BOTH BE-
                                           FORE AND AFTER ARE 
                                          EQUALLY PARAMOUNT, 
                                         PLACING CRITICAL PRES-
                                       SURE ON THE MOMENT OF 
                                     TRANSITION BETWEEN THE 
                                  TWO PHASES OF CULTURAL 
                             COHERENCE. THE ‘COMMA’ 
                        BECOMES THE CULTURAL BRI-
                  DGE AND TAKES ON AN IMPORTANT 
         RESPONSIBILITY IN LINKING OLD ST-
RATEGIES TO NEW FORMULAS & TEMPL-
    ATES FOR COMMUNITY INFRASTRUC-
      TURE. IT DOES NOT SEPARATE 
          PAST FROM FUTURE BUT SI-
           MPLY REPRESENTS AN 
               ACTIVATED STATE 
                  OF THE 
                   PRESENT.    
 

COM(M)A 
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TALCACHILE PASO MOYA COMMUNITY CENTER
In february 2010, chile experienced 

an 8.8 magnitude earthquake, which 

occurred off the coast of the Maule 

region. The earthquake hit millions of 

citizens around the country, leaving 

many communities in need 

of reconstruction.

Talca, a town in the Maule region of 

Chile, was one of several areas most 

affected by the earthquake. Due to the 

application of cement over traditional 

adobe construction, many buildings in 

the center of town were either severely 

damaged or collapsed completely.  

Paso Moya neighborhood is located 

South-East of the historical center. 

Like those of other urban communities, 

Paso Moya residents are slowly 

organizing themselves to rebuild their 

houses and infrastructures.

The Paso Moya community center, 

located at the corner of 12 Oriente and 

10 Sur, served for  town hall meetings but 

was currently underutilized as the 

neighborhood still tried to reorganize 

itself. Our studio helped the community 

with the repair and the implementation of 

neighborhood workshops.


