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In the wake of disaster, the steps toward mending a disrupted society are intricate. They call
for nuance, scrutiny and tact. They represent a task of scope, which outmatches the ability and
resources of any single entity. Many integrated bodies must combine their individual skills, agendas

and visions for the mending to occur.

As architects, we have an opportunity to do the needlework, to gather the various threads. By inter-
vening at key moments to catalyze the forces pre-existing within a community, we can push and pull
on the strands in hopes of productively weaving them together. This realization and the process by

which we've arrived at it were the most gratifying facet of COM(M)A, the studio which we led in 2011.

In the aftermath of the 2010 earthquake, which devastated central Chile, we began our efforts to
channel academic intellect and creativity towards a scenario worth global attention, yet grounded

in local specificity.

COM(M)A became the place, for the future architects in the multidisciplinary group, to identify their
roles. They learned how to acknowledge the magnitude of their strengths and yet reflect on the
limitations of their reach. The studio looked at the reconstruction scenario of post-disaster Talca - a
small historical agricultural town located 300km south of Santiago. The final outcome was simulta-
neously large and small with a series of long term plans for the development of the neighborhood as

a whole and the immediate renovation of an existing neighborhood center.

Each student explored on his/her own, turned over many stones, discovered his/her inherent
strengths and the purpose of his/her engagement, and learned that our group efforts should be

about empowering others to work for themselves.

As we began our on-site work, the participation of the community grew. 4 design build projects
came to fruition: a quincho (local traditional pergola), a playground, a paved area for communal
gatherings and a mural diary for public posting, 6 others were workshops and art projects that
engaged the community. We built furniture, created artifacts, made films and sculpture. We taught
English and learned how to bake empanadas. We constructed together; some objects were tangi-
ble and some less so. We built trust and reciprocal admiration and, somewhere along the way, we
became a conduit for the people in the neighborhood to once again begin to talk to each other, to

organize, to motivate.

We lead our students through an experience, which has empowered them. Having spent so much
time together in the months leading up to our trip to Talca - between charrettes, heated discus-
sions, critiques and lectures - every student in the group had reached an amazing understanding of
his/ her own skills and limits while acknowledging everyone else’s. As a result, the “making phase”
became a fluid piece of choreography, where every unexpected event (the depth of a foundation
block, numerous power outages, the daily arrival of a flock of children after school, the visit of a city

official, a cold downpour), was welcome and embraced with marvelous grace.
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CHILE TALCA PASO MOYA COMMUNITY CENTER

In february 2010, chile experienced Talca, a town in the Maule region of Paso Moya neighborhood is located The Paso Moya community center,

an 8.8 magnitude earthquake, which Chile, was one of several areas most South-East of the historical center. located at the corner of 12 Oriente and
occurred off the coast of the Maule affected by the earthquake. Due to the Like those of other urban communities, 10 Sur, served for town hall meetings but
region. The earthquake hit millions of application of cement over traditional Paso Moya residents are slowly was currently underutilized as the
citizens around the country, leaving adobe construction, many buildings in organizing themselves to rebuild their neighborhood still tried to reorganize
many communities in need the center of town were either severely houses and infrastructures itself. Our studio helped the community
of reconstruction. damaged or collapsed completely. with the repair and the implementation of

neighborhood workshops.

Design Research in the Studio Context



